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We appreciate the support of all of our sponsors. Below we have listed some of our corporate sponsors,
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE HAS A LONG AND DISTINGUISHED 
HISTORY OF SUPPORTING RAF PERSONNEL IN THE PLAYING 
AND ORGANISING OF SPORT. 

We are delighted that the RAF Sports Board Charity will 

continue to provide direct support to the RAF sports 

associations in the years to come, enabling them to 

deliver such a wide portfolio of sporting activity. 

This publication, the first Annual Report produced for 

the RAF Sports Board Charity provides information on 

the performance of the Charity during 2015 and aims to 

tell the story of how it is able to impact on the lives of our 

Servicemen and women, helping them to develop the 

character, spirit and attitude to face the challenges and 

dangers associated with military service. 

 

HISTORY OF THE CHARITY 
To start, we believe it is worth recording the history of 

how RAF Sport has benefitted from support over so many 

years. The Royal Air Force Sports Board was established 

following the disbandment of the RAF Central Sports 

Fund and the RAF Officers’ Sports Funds in 1921 when 

the funds released were invested in the Air Council 

Central Fund Sports Board. The Sports Board was 

reconstituted in 1948 before being amalgamated into the 

WHAT WE DO  
The RAF Sports Board Charity provides a 
corporate governance framework and financial 
support to the 49 RAF sports associations. The 
sports associations are charities in their own 
right, and we help them to administrate, organise 
and deliver sport in the RAF, ranging from grass 
roots festivals to competitive events in the UK 
and overseas. The RAF Sports Board Charity also 
provides a full accountancy service for the RAF 
sports associations, including the preparation of 
Annual Accounts. The RAF sports associations 
are administered almost exclusively by a volunteer 
cadre and the Charity provides the induction, 
training and development opportunities to enable 
them to manage their charitable activity effectively. 

Further, the Charity administers and distributes 
funding to the RAF sports associations who apply 
for financial assistance towards kit and equipment, 
overseas training camps and competitions, grass 
roots development festivals and costs associated 
with the operating and running of a sports 
association.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
PERFORMANCE  
The RAF Central Fund transfer out of the 
unincorporated RAF Central Fund charity to a new 
charitable entity has successfully been achieved 
with regards to the assets, liabilities and activities 
and as at 1 March 2014 the charity’s constitution 
and financial accounting was correct.

FINANCIAL REVIEW  
With 2015 being the first full year of the 
restructure, the financial performance 
comparatives between 2014 and 2015 differ in 
both value and allocation. This is representational 
of the change in structure and resourcing of 
the RAF Sports Board Charity as at 1 March 
2014 when the charity transferred those assets, 
liabilities and reserves attributable to the RAF 
Central Fund across to the new RAF Sports Board 
charity body. The total reserves as at 31 December 
2015 are £1,238,426 (2014 (£1,144,020), showing 
stabilisation of the Charity in its new format. 

Investment  
On transferring out of assets and liabilities by the 
RAF Central Fund, a donation of £1,000,000 from 
the RAF Central Fund was invested with Black 
Rock in the Armed Forces Common Investment 
Fund. This investment is held as a charity reserve 
from which £42,244 of accumulated income was 
earned, equating to a 3.8% return on investment.

Resource  
The challenge for adequate resource - be it time, 
facilities or funding, has been matched by the 
determination, ingenuity and willingness of the 
sports association trustees, committees, coaches 
and officials; all of whom are volunteers who take 
on significant responsibilities as additional duties. 
These volunteers are the life blood of RAF sport 
and best efforts are made to ensure that their 
efforts are appreciated and recognised. The RAF 
Sports Board Charity granted money to the sports 
associations in 2015 totalling £1,308,119.

RAF Central Fund in 1964. A fundamental 

review of the operations and corporate 

governance of the RAF Central Fund was 

carried out in 2013 and on 1 March 2014 

following Charity Commission approval, 

all activities, employees, assets and 

liabilities within the unincorporated RAF 

Central Fund, which did not relate to sport, 

were transferred to a newly incorporated 

charity ‘The Royal Air Force Central Fund’. 

The imperatives of the sporting activities 

undertaken under the management of the 

RAF Sports Board, having been identified 

as sufficiently diverse to the Fund’s other 

core activities, were retained within the 

existing charity under the new name of 

‘The Royal Air Force Sports Board’ (‘the 

Sports Board’) which is registered with the 

Charities Commission in England & Wales, 

charity number 240424). 

DAVID STUBBS 
RAF Sports Board Charity
Chair

CAITRIONA O’SHEA
RAF Sports Board Charity
CEO
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GOVERNANCE  
Significant changes to RAF sport have led to a 
reorganisation and a fundamental separation in 
the way in which sport in the RAF is managed. 
For many years it has been governed by the 
Director of the RAF Sports Board (DSB) from 
within the unincorporated RAF Central Fund 
committee structure. Following a review in 2015, 
it was decided that on-duty authorisation, policy 
development, defence governance and safety 
management for sport in the RAF will be directed 
and managed from within the RAF itself. As a 
result, the Air Force Board Standing Committee 
concluded that the delivery of RAF sport is to be 
separated from the RAF Sports Board Charity 
and managed from Number 22 Training Group 
whereby a new Directorate for RAF Sport has  
been established. 

2015 HIGHLIGHTS  
With strong RAF sports associations at our 
core, we must first congratulate all of those 
participating in RAF sport and those representing 
the RAF at the UK Armed Forces and NATO 
competitions. In excess of 80 Servicemen and 
women represented their country at International 
level and over 200 Servicemen and women 
competed against their NATO counterparts in a 
variety of sports. The RAF, alongside the Royal 
Navy and Army, also hosted the International 
Defence Rugby Cup that witnessed 10 nations 
battling for honours, running in parallel with the 
Rugby World Cup hosted by Great Britain. 

Delivering over a thousand fixtures annually takes 
considerable leadership skills and managerial 
acumen and the Charity welcomed 14 new 
chairmen and 7 new sport association treasurers 
in 2015.  

We are delighted that the RAF sports associations 
report that over 12,000 personnel are engaged in 
sport. This equates to approximately 37% of the 
RAF Regular and Reserves and we hope to see 
this figure continue to increase in future years.

Over the past couple of years, it has been 
necessary to align operational activities between 
the RAF Sports Board Charity and it beneficiaries, 
hence some significant changes to our workforce 
have been made. Caitriona O’Shea was appointed 
as the first Chief Executive of the Charity and she 
is supported by an experienced executive team 
based at RAF Halton.  

We have also made significant progress and the 
Board of Trustees has continued to work hard 
to strengthen the governance of the Charity.  
A number of committees were established 
and formalised during 2015, all with terms of 
reference and a commitment to meet a minimum 
of three times per year. This includes a Finance 
& Audit Committee, a Grants Committee and a 
Governance Committee, with a Remuneration 
Committee meeting annually.

 

THE FUTURE   
As we look towards the future, we seek to improve 
in all areas and specifically to deliver enhanced 
support and services to meet the needs of our 
beneficiaries, the RAF sports associations. We 
need to ensure that as a charity, we adapt and 
develop while remaining true to the spirit and 
culture which is the essence of sport in the RAF.  

Our own continuous development reflects 
the increasing pace of change in our role as a 
charity and this will no doubt continue to evolve 
in the years to come. During 2016, the RAF 
Sports Charity will incorporate as a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation registered with the 
Charity Commission and work towards a balanced 
board of both military and civilian trustees. 
The Charity will be renamed as the RAF Sports 
Federation and we will continue to develop 
our own corporate governance framework, 
including the establishment of Group policies and 
procedures. We will then be inviting the trustees  
of the individual RAF sports associations to join  
the Federation in a phased approach, over the  
next 18 months.

Finalising the 2017-2020 strategy will be an 
important milestone for the new RAF Sports 
Federation in delivering a new vision for the 
organisation. Setting out a framework that  
enables the Federation to provide support to the 
RAF sports associations to achieve their ambitions 
will be the fundamental premise of this plan.
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WITH THANKS   
The funding available to sport in the RAF is due to the generous 
support that the RAF Sports Board Charity receives from its key 
funders and principal partners. We are especially grateful to the 
continued support from the RAF Central Fund & RAF Sports 
Lottery, the RAF, the Nuffield Trust, BAE Systems and the 
numerous sponsors who have built up strong links with Service 
sport over many years. 

We would also like to extend our thanks to the hundreds of 
volunteers who have their given time and effort as trustees, 
executive committee members, event organisers, coaches and 
officials in addition to their military commitments. Without 
your dedication and commitment, the sporting opportunities 
available to all our Servicemen and women would not be what 
they are today.   

I’m in the second 
year of a sports 
science degree at 
Loughborough and 
I’ve just joined the 
Air Force Reserves. 
I’d eventually like to 
go into the Air Force 
full-time and make a 
career out of it. 

RAF Reservist Aircraftman 
Amy Cokayne 
- England Rugby Union

DAVID STUBBS 
RAF Sports Board Charity
Chair

CAITRIONA O’SHEA
RAF Sports Board Charity
CEO
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At the performance end of 
sport, 88 Royal Air Force 
personnel represented their 
country at International level, 
the vast majority of whom 
do so while maintaining 
their full military duties 
and are referred to as ‘High 
Performing Athletes’. Of those 
athletes and officials, 18 were 
female, equating to 21% of the 
total. (It is approximated that 
women account for 14% of the 
total RAF strength). 

Tri-athlete Flying Officer 
Abigail Bagshaw exceeded 
all expectations in her first 

When I was younger, 
I dreamt of being a 
professional rugby player, 
but in the back of my mind  
I thought ‘scrap it”.

“I have been in the RAF 
for seven and a half years 
and I have always played 
RAF rugby as well as 
being in the Welsh setup. 
Personally, I would not be 
where I am today without 
the RAF’s support. They 
have released me for at 
least two years to be able 
to train full time with 
Wales. So it is a dream 
come true to be Wales’ first 
female rugby player with 
elite athlete status and 
the Royal Air Force’s first 
full time female athlete. I 
cannot have excuses now, 
for not being the best I can 
possibly be.

Senior Aircraftman 
Sian Williams

Welsh international angler Wing Commander Richard Tomala 

came second in the most prestigious natural venue competition 

held in the United Kingdom, catching an astonishing 1,030 fish 

in five hours of the second day of competition beating several 

British Internationals and Individual World Champions.  

SAC Rhys Thornbury competed in the North American circuit 

in his 2015 Skeleton season and finished as the number 

one ranked athlete in that series of competitions. Senior 

Aircraftman Michael Kallenberg made the trip to Doha, Qatar 

for his Great Britain debut in the inaugural World 50km Road 

Race Championship. Despite his youth and inexperience over 

the distance, Kallenberg was the only British athlete to finish, 

achieving an outstanding 8th overall and 2nd European against 

a very strong international field. His next major objective 

is to compete for Wales in the Marathon event at the 2018 

Commonwealth Games.

Lance Corporal Lewis Keeble is a  stalwart of the Great Britain 

Judo Team and overcame a number of injuries in recent years 

to be crowned British Champion.

International half distance 
Ironman competition winning 
her age group and also 
finishing as the first non-
professional athlete. Also an  
accomplished 10km runner, 
she was the first non-elite 
athlete at the Manchester 
10km road race. 

Senior Aircraftman Sian 
Williams has made a huge 
impact within Rugby Union 
captaining the Welsh 7s 
side throughout their 2015 
campaign. She has achieved 
eighteen Caps for the Welsh 
7s and 15s to date, balancing 

her enormous training 
commitment with her full-
time job at Royal Air Force 
Brize Norton. 

THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE CHARITY ENABLED 
THE 49 SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS TO CONDUCT OVER 1000 UK 
FIXTURES AND 60 OVERSEAS SPORTS TOURS AROUND THE GLOBE. 
The Royal Air Force emerged 
victorious in 48 of the 163 
inter-services championship 
competitions against the Army 
and Royal Navy and, in the 

process, circa 2000 personnel 
earned their Royal Air Force 
‘colours’ for representing their 
service. Although the following 
pages provide a snapshot of 

certain individuals and teams, 
they reflect the enormous 
achievements of every single 
Service man and woman 
competing in their chosen sport. SAC 

Sian Williams

Flying Officer  
Abigail Bagshaw 

OF HIGH PERFORMING 
ATHLETES & OFFICIALS  

WERE FEMALE

21%

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATION

Without the BAE 
Systems support 
I would find it 
impossible to realise 
my ambitions and I am 
extremely grateful for 
the support provided. 

Flying Officer  
Abigail Bagshaw
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BAE ELITE AND HIGH PERFORMING 
ATHLETE PROGRAMME 
 
BAE Systems continued with their generous support and 
sponsorship of the RAF’s Elite and High Performing Athletes 
Programme. At the very pinnacle of Service sport are those 
athletes formally awarded Elite Athlete status and provided 
with the opportunity to train full time with a national team or 
professional club.

This sponsorship also enables the RAF Sports Board Charity 
to make an award to those high performing athletes that 
require additional support to compete at the highest levels.  
During 2015, nineteen athletes from eleven different sports 
benefitted financially from this programme. On behalf of our 
athletes, thank you BAE Systems for your enduring support.

The BAE Systems programme is advertised widely 
throughout the Service and anyone from any of our RAF 
sports associations who have been selected to compete 
internationally can apply for financial assistance. The 
beneficiaries range from those who are just beginning 
their top-level sporting careers, to those who are already 
competing in National, European and World Championships.   

Brothers, Corporals Richard and Ross 
Phillips have made a meteoric rise 
in British Wakeboarding; finishing 
2nd and 4th at the UK Nationals, 
1st and 2nd at the Portuguese 
Nationals and 5th and 7th in the 
World Wakeboard Association (WWA) 
World Championships. Both have 
been granted six months’ elite athlete 
status to train for and compete at the 
European Championships in August 
2016.  

If I hadn’t received support 
from the RAF Sports Charity 
and BAE Systems, I would have 
struggled to compete on the 
world tour. It does more than 
help me financially. It gave me 
a positive mindset, making me 
feel invested in as an athlete, 
allowing me to focus 100% on 
Judo and winning medals. 

Lance Corporal  
Lewis Keeble
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The healthy rivalry between 
the UK Armed Forces is never 
more evident than when 
competing for the honour 
of being the top Service 
sporting team. In 2015 the 
49 RAF sports associations 
competed in 163 Inter Service 
tournaments and notched 
up 48 victories against the 
Army’s 88 and the Royal 
Navy in third place with 26. 
The RAF were second place 
in 64 competitions. Notable 
Inter Services success in 
2015 included the RAF 
Senior Men’s Rugby Union 
Team emerging as victors 
for the first time in 23 years. 

That victory represented the 
culmination of a five year 
development programme 
that introduced a level of 
structured training and 
professionalism previously 
unseen within Royal Air  
Force rugby. 

The men’s Judo team 
regained the Inter-Service 
title beating the Army for the 
first time since 2003. The 
Men’s and Ladies downhill 
ski teams achieved a historic 
double victory for the first 
time since 2007 against tough 
Army opposition and the 
Water-Ski and Wakeboard 

INTER SERVICE COMPETITION

teams are emerging as a 
dominant force taking the 
double victory for the fourth 
consecutive year in this 
relatively new addition to the 
Service sporting calendar.  

The stalwarts of Royal Air 
Force Sport increased their 
tally of Inter Service victories 
Badminton (47 out of 48 
years), Table Tennis (32 years) 
and Water Polo (10 in the 
last 11 years). The men’s 
and ladies Lacrosse teams 
and the Men’s Skeleton team 
remain undefeated since 
their entry into Inter Services 
competition.   

Corporal 
Phillips

Lance Corporal 
Lewis Keeble
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SERVICE SPORT IS NOT ALL 
ABOUT ELITE PERFORMANCE 
AND AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT 
OF ORGANISATIONAL  
EFFORT IS EXPENDED ON 
GRASS ROOTS ACTIVITY. 

Providing the foundations to introduce individuals 
to different sports is at the cornerstone of the  
military sport development pathway which 
recognizes 6 distinct levels of progression:

The RAF Sports Board Charity recognises the 
importance of grass roots activity and in 2015 
committed £69,000 to the development of sport 
via the sports associations. Each association 
was encouraged to bid for support and 45 
sports associations were allocated funding to 
deliver a variety of activities. An example of how 
associations can benefit from this additional 
funding is highlighted by the efforts of the RAF 
Equitation Association. 

This association had already established firm 
links and provided support to Station Saddle 
Clubs with a healthy population of members 
and an Inter Station League, a unique RAF 
competition that enables grass roots RAF riders 
across the whole of the UK to compete against 
each other. The injection of £5,400 from the 
Development Sports Fund (DSF) has enabled the 
association to organise an enormously successful 
RAF Festival of Equitation at their Home for 
Sport, RAF College Cranwell. The event attracted 
more than 260 separate competition entries over 
a 36 hour period involving the Whole Force in the 
only military run event to involve dressage and 
cross country as well as show jumping.

THE NUFFIELD TRUST
The RAF Sports Board Charity 

continues to receive generous 

support from the Nuffield Trust 

whose object is to ‘promote 

the welfare and efficiency of 

the Forces of the Crown either 

by the provision of facilities 

for recreation or by any other 

means’. The Trust finances 

recreational and welfare 

amenities and facilities that will 

benefit those actually serving 

in the Armed Forces but which 

are not provided for by public 

funds and which are beyond 

the resources of other non-

public funds. In this context, the 
‘Armed Forces’ does not include 
ex-Servicemen and women or 
cadet forces.  

In 2015, the Nuffield Trust 
awarded £85,000 for RAF 
sport which was distributed to 
seventeen sports associations. 

DISTRIBUTION OF 2015 NUFFIELD TRUST GRANT

This magnanimous grant has enabled 
the RAFCA to purchase eleven 
competition spec kayaks and canoes 
to support the slalom, marathon, 
sprint, polo, surf, freestyle and wild 
water racing disciplines. The provision 
of these boats has supported us in 
competing at the highest level against  
         the other Services, and 

continues to contribute towards the 
development of our sport.

The support received from the Nuffield 
Trust has been pivotal in the continued 
success that RAF Canoeing enjoys. 
May I once again offer the warm 
appreciation of the whole Association 
for the Nuffield Trust’s generosity and 
financial assistance.

Squadron Leader David Hirst,  
Chair of RAF Canoeing

ASSOCIATION   GRANT
Basketball   £585
Biathlon    £4,098
Bolbsleigh Luge and Skeleton £540
Canoeing   £11,054
Competitive Angling  £1,839
Cycling    £199
Flying Clubs   £9,891
Gliding and Soaring  £22,929
Microlight   £586
Powerkiting   £1,603
Mountaineering   £1,243
Rowing    £8,648
Sailing    £17,624
Sports Para   £1,623
Table Tennis   £862
Surfing    £954
Snowboarding   £959
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> Grass roots/foundation

> Unit sporting fixtures

> Regional representative fixtures

> Single Service and Inter Service  
  representation

> UK Armed Forces Representation

> International athletes and officials
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THE RAF SPORTS BOARD CHARITY WORKS ALONGSIDE 
THE DIRECTORATE OF RAF SPORT AND THE RAF SPORTS 
ASSOCIATIONS TO DELIVER A PANOPLY OF OPPORTUNITIES TO 
DEVELOP COACHES AND OFFICIALS.

COACHING
A number of National Governing Bodies of Sport 

(NGB’s) are adept at running coaching awards 

suited to the military sporting environment, 

a prime example of which is the Football 

Association who have awarded over 700 coaching 

qualifications to RAF personnel since January 

2013 with a tangible benefit to the development 

of grass roots level football; indeed, RAF Football 

currently has some 440 teams competing in 

Service competitions. At the other end of the 

coaching spectrum are the NGB’s that require 

professional qualifications, for example golf, 

where the expertise and experience required to 

become a Professional Golf Association Coach are 

currently out of reach for serving personnel. The 

Charity therefore financially supports RAF sports 

associations through a combination of developing 

internal coaching pathways and the hire of 

external personnel where it is more difficult to 

grow and develop expertise internally. 

Like many athletes, Wing 
Commander Ray Morley made 
the transition from being a 
competitor into a coach and 
official. He started his boxing 
career as a junior in 1977 and 
boxed until 1987 representing 
the RAF and UK Armed Forces 
(formerly Combined Services) in 
nearly 100 bouts. Having hung 

up his competition gloves, he 
entered the Amateur Boxing 
Association (ABA) coaching 
scheme and coached his unit 
team at RAF Brize Norton. A 
change in career path into flying 
duties limited the amount of 
time he could commit towards 
coaching and prompted him 
to move into judging. Over the 
years Wing Commander Morley 

has progressed from judging 
RAF bouts to become a fully 
qualified International Referee 
and Judge (R&J) and is one 
of around 120 3* R&Js across 
the World, known as the World 
Panel. He refereed the final of 
the Commonwealth Games 
in Delhi; as well as the World 
Championships in Kazakhstan 
and tournaments in Australia, 
China and the Eastern Block. 

OFFICIATING
The pathway for developing officials (referees 

and judges) operates in a similar manner to 

the coaching pathway with some sports having 

an absolute requirement for all fixtures to be 

overseen by a qualified official whereas other 

sports need no qualified personnel to oversee 

the activity. In addition, as NGB’s become more 

risk aware there is an emerging requirement for 

sports clubs to ensure their event management 

teams also receive appropriate training. The RAF 

Canoe Association as an example, recently hosted 

a British Canoe Union (BCU) safety management 

workshop in order to fulfil the prerequisite for 

clubs to have at least two trained personnel 

to run a BCU event. It is anticipated that this 

requirement will continue to increase across 

numerous sports.

Wing Commander Ray Morley 
- International Referee
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                 AND COMPETITIONS

They provide the chance to travel to destinations 

not often visited by the UK Armed Forces and 

offer the scope to play against opposition with 

different national cultures and in an environment 

distinct from that experienced in the UK. They 

can be used to develop team spirit and teamwork 

for the season ahead and training camps allow 

athletes to improve their performances by training 

in climates and facilities not available in the 

UK. Importantly, they can be utilised as the key 

to unlock Defence Engagement opportunities, 

a significant factor in the Ministry of Defence 

continuing to permit Servicemen and women to 

undertake these visits as part of their core activity.

The RAF Sports Board Charity Supported 850 

Servicemen and women undertaking an overseas 

visit as part of an RAF team in 2015. The amount 

of grant provision ranged between £200 for region 

1 (NW Europe) to £500 for region 3 (long haul) per 

head for sports tours, depending on the distance 

travelled; with training camps being limited to a 

flat rate of £150 per person regardless of location. 

The total grant allocation was just over £224k, 

representing an average of £263 per head; the 

percentile allocation is detailed in the chart below. 

As in previous years a majority of overseas visits 

were carried out in the European region. France, 

Austria, Spain, Cyprus and Holland were the most 

visited countries by RAF sport associations in 2015 

in line with diplomatic ties and recognition of the 

sporting and training environment they present. 

Further afield personnel visited Singapore 

(Hockey), Fiji (Netball), South Africa (Small Arms, 

Target Rifle), Chile (Alpine Ski), Australia (Ladies’ 

Cricket), India (Rugby Union 7’s), New Zealand 

(Polo/Equitation), Morocco (Windsurfing) and 

United States of America (Football Referees,  

Table Tennis, Waveriders).

OVERSEAS VISITS IS THE TERM USED WITHIN THE MANAGEMENT OF 
SERVICE SPORT TO DESCRIBE OVERSEAS TOURS AND TRAINING.

    19

30%
38%

19%

13%

Training Camp

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

The Spitfires had a highly 
successful tournament 
finishing runner up in 
the Plate category in the 
top level international 
tournament. The RAF 

eventually lost to Ultimate 
Rugby 7s Academy a UK 
based civilian side boasting 
many former internationals 
and professional Ruby 
Union and Rugby 7 players.

Examples of the wider benefit that 
sports tours can make include the 
RAF Netball Team undertaking a 
successful tour to Fiji. Fifteen RAF 
athletes competed against various 
teams from the Commonwealth South 
Pacific nation. As well as being a great 
sporting and cultural experience for 
the touring party it proved valuable in 
employing the power of sport to extend 
diplomatic relations. 

THE RAF SPITFIRE 7S UNDERTOOK 
A SPORTS TOUR IN THE UNITED 
ARAB EMIRATES TO COMPETE IN THE 
DUBAI RUGBY 7S TOURNAMENT.  

RAF Netball and Opposing Fijian Side

RAF Spitfires – Dubai Rugby 7s
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The culmination of the 2015 
Sporting Calendar witnessed 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Andrew 
Pulford presenting awards to the 
Servicemen and women who have 
contributed so much towards 
Service sport, as athletes, officials 
and administrators.  

The awards ceremony was held in 
the former Rothschild’s mansion, 
Halton House Officers’ Mess. The 
RAF Rugby Senior Men’s Team won 
the title of best team and Flight 
Sergeant Kevin Johnston was voted 
top sportsman for his achievements 
in clay pigeon shooting.

SPONSORED BY BAE SYSTEMS 
AWARDS PROVIDED BY CLASSIC MINIATURES

SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR

SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

OFFICIAL / COACH OF THE YEAR

SPORTS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR

RAF SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR 2015

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

RAF SPECIAL AWARDS

RAF ACTIVE MAGAZINE ARTICLE OF THE YEAR

Former Great Britain canoeist Squadron Leader Joan Cawthray 
won the ladies award having competed for over three decades 
which includes being the undefeated Service champion in the 
slalom discipline. Flight Sergeant Peter Wilson was recognised 
in the sports official category as the mastermind behind a 
resurgent Rugby Union team and Flight Lieutenant Thomas 
Dunlop received a special award for his outstanding contribution 
towards RAF and Great Britain Natural Luge. Mr Gary Benger 
received a posthumous special award for his outstanding 
support to RAF Biathlon. Lifetime achievement awards went 
to Wing Commander Shaun Ryles for thirty years of support to 
Service and National Boxing, and Flight Sergeant Mark Lane for 
his outstanding support to Service Tennis, having competed in 
every Inter Service tournament since joining the RAF in 1978. 
Squadron Leader Cawthray went on to win the 2015 United 
Kingdom Armed Forces Sportswoman of the year award against 
stiff opposition from the Royal Navy and Army. 

Squadron Leader 
Joan Cawthray

Winner Flight Sergeant Kevin Johnston RAF Small Arms

Runner up Senior Aircraftsman Josh McNally RAF Rugby Union

Runner up Senior Aircraftsman Luke Pollard RAF Triathlon

Winner Squadron Leader Joan Cawthray RAF Canoeing

Runner up Corporal Bethan Morgan RAF Triathlon

Runner up Senior Aircraftsman Sian Williams RAF Rugby Union

Winner Flight Sergeant Peter Wilson RAF Rugby Union

Runner up Sergeant Anne Thomas RAF Powerlifting

Winner Flight Lieutenant David Mortimer RAF Bobsleigh, 
Skeleton and Luge

Runner up Chief Technician David Cox RAF Rowing

Runner up Corporal Alison Cartlidge RAF Equitation

Winner RAF Men’s Rugby Union Team

Runner up RAF Equitation Management Team

Runner up RAF Ladies Triathlon Team

Wing Commander Shaun Ryles RAF Boxing

Flight Sergeant Mark Lane RAF Tennis

Flight Lieutenant Thomas Dunlop RAF Bobsleigh, Skeleton and Luge

Mr Gary Benger RAF Biathlon

Winner Squadron Leader Jane Mitchell ‘3 out of 5 Ain’t Bad’

Runner up Sergeant Karen Skinner ‘High Jump at Hickstead’
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SPORTS CATEGORY -  
SPONSORED BY THE RAF SPORTS  

BOARD CHARITY
UKAF SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR

UKAF SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

SPORTS OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

UKAF FORCES TEAM OF THE YEAR 2015 

Winner Captain Chris Roberts Army Boxing

Runner up Warrant Officer Alan Curtin Navy Martial Arts

Runner up Flight Sergeant Peter Wilson RAF Rugby

Winner Royal Navy Men’s Volleyball Team

Runner up Army Ladies Road Cycling Team

Runner up RAF Men’s Rugby Union Team

Incredible people with incredible 
dedication to their sport. There 
is a real correlation between 
the lifestyle of sport; the 
commitment and camaraderie, 
the mental and physical 
application that these women 
and men do with their sport as 
much as they do with their day  
to day jobs. 

Matt Dawson guest of honour at the 
2015 UK Armed Forces Sports Awards

Each year the Royal Air Force 
celebrates a year of photography 
through its annual photographic 
competition culminating with an 
awards ceremony.  The aim of 
the competition is to encourage 
high professional standards 
within the Services photographic 
specialisation and to enhance 
the positive profile of the RAF. 
The RAF has more than 200 
professional photographers, 
employed in all areas of the 
Service including station PR 
activity, technical, intelligence, 
reconnaissance, combat 
camera teams, videographers 
and airborne trials work.

The competition is open to uniformed, MOD civilian and contractor 
photographers, professional and amateur, who work for the RAF. 

WINNER
MR LAURENCE PLATFOOT

SECOND PLACE 
SENIOR AIRCRAFTMAN MATTY MATHEWS

THIRD PLACE 
CORPORAL ANDY 
HOLMES

Winner Squadron Leader Joan Cawthray RAF Canoeing

Runner up Captain Gemma Rowland Army Rugby Union

Runner up Naval Airman Harriet Yea Navy Basketball

Winner Captain Ryan Perry Army Cycling

Runner up Leading Air Engineering Technician Ross Taylor Navy Snowboarding

Runner up Flight Sergeant Kevin Johnston RAF Small Arms
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The funding available to sport in the RAF is due to the generous support that the RAF Sports Board Charity 
receives from its key funder and principal partner. We are especially grateful to the continued support from 
the RAF Central Fund & RAF Sports Lottery.

THANK YOU               

RAF CENTRAL FUND & RAF SPORTS LOTTERY              

In 1948 the RAF Sports Board invested the bulk 
of its capital into the Central Fund in order to 
receive an annual income to fund the Servicemen 
and women of the RAF participating in sport. 
In January 1993 the RAF Sports Lottery was 
introduced to provide additional funds to those 
available from the RAF Central Fund, the Nuffield 
Trust and the Trenchard Memorial Awards Fund. 

As a result, the RAF Sports Board Charity 
continues to receive substantial support and 
funding from the RAF Central Fund and the RAF 
Sports Lottery. This amount totalled £1,525,000 

in 2015 of which £74,000 was specifically targeted 
for the grass roots development of RAF sport via 
the Development Sports Fund (DSF). This amount 
is in addition to the significant funding that the 
RAF Central Fund provides in the form of grants 
directly to individual sportsmen and women and 
to unit level sporting teams. 

 The new RAF Sports Lottery was launched in 
2015 and is open to RAF serving members, RAF 
Cadets in Phase 1 training and beyond and retired 
members of the RAF.

Over the past 5 years, I have represented my Country (Wales) at the World Championships 
and several other high profile events. In 2015, I was runner-up in the most prestigious 
natural venue final within the UK. My continued success is directly attributable to the 
kind financial support offered by BAE Systems and the RAF Sports Lottery/Central Fund, 
without which, it would not be viable to continue to compete at the highest level  
within the sport of Coarse Angling.

Wing Commander Richard Tomala

During 2015, all RAF sports associations applied to the RAF Sports 
Board Charity for funding in one, or a number of the following 
categories: Operating Costs (e.g. sport affiliation fees, sports 
facility hire costs, medical provision, insurance, National Governing 
Body (NGB) coaching & training, competition entrance fees, 
officials’ costs, trophy costs etc.); Sports Equipment, Sports Kit, 

Overseas Training Camps and 
Competitions, Festivals and 
grass roots development and 
Elite Athlete Support. 

2015
Total value of grants made and their purpose: £

Sports Association running costs 379,850

Sports Equipment for Associations (SEG and Nuffield) 141,642

To support Elite Athletes 34,620

Developing sports 69,080

5 year plan-sports kit, overseas visits, training 682,927

1,308,119

2015 GRANT MAKING SUMMARY
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EXPENDITURE ANALYSIS 2015

Association Expenditure

RAF Sports Board Overheads
(Charity and Directorate staff and overhead costs, pre restructure)

Other

The majority of the RAF Sports Board Charity expenditure is focussed on direct support to the RAF 
sports associations – this totals in excess of £1,300,000. 
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Funding applications are assessed against the financial performance of the sports association and 
awards are made on an annual basis. During 2015, twenty two RAF sports associations received a  
grant in excess of £20,000 and they were:  

The following information has been extracted from the full statutory accounts which are available 
on request from the Charity’s registered office at: Royal Air Force Sports Board Charity, RAF Halton, 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, HP22 5PG.

The Trustees present their report and audited financial statements for the year ended 31 December 
2015. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the 
Statement of Recommended Practice (‘SORP’) “Accounting & Reporting by Charities” (revised 2005) 
and in line with current statutory requirements, the Charity Commission Scheme and applicable 
Accounting Standards in the United Kingdom.   

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES  

The law applicable to charities in England & Wales requires the trustees to prepare financial 
statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of the affairs of the 
Fund and of the incoming resources and application of resources of the Fund for that period. In 
preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

-  Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

-  Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

-  Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

-  State whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to

    any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

-  Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is     
    inappropriate to presume that the Fund will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the Fund and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, and the provisions of the Trust Deeds They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Fund and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Approved by the Board of Trustees

and signed on their behalf by:-
The remainder of the charitable 
expenditure relates to the 
service that the RAF Sports 
Board Charity provides directly 
to the RAF Sports Associations 
to ensure that they are able to 
run their sport, while remaining 
compliant with all statutory and 
regulatory requirements.

One of the less publicised 
outputs of the RAF Sports Board 
Charity is the fully centralised 
accountancy service provided to 
all 49 sports associations, who 
are independent charities and 
have a combined turnover in 
excess of £3,000,000.  

Three of the charity’s six staff 
dedicate the majority of their 
time providing a complete 
accountancy service, including 
preparation of annual accounts 
as required by the Charity 
Commission. The volume 
and complexity of this work is 
reflected in the staff costs.

    2015
Grants to Associations > £20,000 £
RAF Small Arms 70,435

RAF Competitive Angling 74,442

RAF Sailing 66,724

RAF Equitation 37,213

RAF Golf 40,700

RAF WS Bobsleigh, Skeleton and Luge 74,393

RAF WS Alpine 71,804

RAF Rowing 26,305

RAF Athletics 29,624

RAF Canoeing 26,659

RAF Flying Club 42,853

RAF Motor Sports 78,800

RAF Triathlon 36,916

RAF Football 49,360

RAF Hockey 40,453

RAF Cycling 40,301

RAF Gliding & Soaring 39,571

RAF Rugby Union 36,882

RAF Lawn Tennis 22,521

RAF Water Ski & Water Board 22,449

RAF Boxing 21,277

RAF Power Kiting 26,400

Other 332,037

1,308,119
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE SPORTS BOARD

Opinion on financial statements

In our opinion the financial statements:

•  give a true and fair view of the state of the 
charity’s affairs as at 31 December 2015, and 
of its incoming resources and application of 
resources, for the year then ended;

•  have been properly prepared in accordance with 
United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice; and

•  have been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Matters on which we are required  
to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the 
following matters where the Charities Act 2011 
requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

•  the information given in the Trustees’ Annual 
Report is inconsistent in any material respect 
with the financial statements; or

•  sufficient accounting records have not been 
kept; or

•  the financial statements are not in agreement 
with the accounting records and

•  returns; or

•  we have not received all the information and 
explanations we require for our audit. 

We have audited the financial statements of the 
Royal Air Force Sports Board for the year ended 
31 December 2015 which comprise the Statement 
of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and the 
related notes. The financial reporting framework 
that has been applied in their preparation is 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting 
Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice) and FRS102, the Financial 
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland.

This report is made solely to the charity’s 
trustees, as a body, in accordance with Section 
154 of the Charities Act 2011. Our audit work has 
been undertaken so that we might state to the 
charity’s trustees those matters we are required 
to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no 
other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by 
law, we do not accept or assume responsibility 
to any party other than the charity and charity’s 
trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this 
report, or for the opinion we have formed.

Respective responsibilities  
of trustees and auditor

As explained more fully in the Trustees’ 
Responsibilities Statement the trustees are 
responsible for the preparation of financial 
statements which give a true and fair view. We 
have been appointed as auditor under section 144 
of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance 
with regulations made under section 154 of that 

Act. Our responsibility is to audit and express an 
opinion on the financial statements in accordance 
with applicable law and International Standards 
on Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards 
require us to comply with the Auditing Practices 
Board’s (APB’s) Ethical Standards for Auditors.

Scope of the audit of  
the financial statements

An audit involves obtaining evidence about 
the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements sufficient to give reasonable 
assurance that the financial statements are free 
from material misstatement, whether caused by 
fraud or error. This includes an assessment of: 
whether the accounting policies are appropriate 
to the company’s circumstances and have been 
consistently applied and adequately disclosed; 
the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by the directors; and the overall 
presentation of the financial statements. In 
addition we read all the financial and non-
financial information in the Trustees’ the annual 
report to identify material inconsistencies with 
the audited financial statements and to identify 
any information that is apparently materially 
incorrect based on, or materially inconsistent 
with, the knowledge acquired by us in the course 
of performing the audit. If we become aware 
of any apparent material misstatements or 
inconsistencies, we consider the implications for 
our report.

Crowe Clark Whitehill LLP
Statutory auditor       

Date:

Crowe Clark Whitehill LLP is eligible to act as auditor in terms of Section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006.

Aquis House
49-51 Blagrave Street
Reading
Berkshire
RG1 1PL
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Unrestricted

Note
General

Fund
Designated 

Fund
Restricted 

Fund
Total
2015

Total
2014

£ £ £ £ £

Income from:

Donations 2 - - 207,857 207,857 245,882

Charitable activities 2 - 1,457,001 138,516 1,595,517 1,789,775

Other trading activities 2 2,014 - 6,000 8,014 475,099

Investments 42,244 - - 42,244 431,905

Total Income 44,258 1,457,001 352,373 1,853,632 2,942,661

Expenditure on:

Raising funds 3 - - 4,500 4,500 224,642

Charitable activities 3 1,711 1,435,769 345,193 1,782,673 1,658,642

Total Expenditure 1,711 1,435,769 349,693 1,787,173 1,883,284

Gain on investment assets 27,947 - - 27,947 1,073,828

Net Income 4 70,494 21,232 2,680 94,406 2,133,205

Transfers 11,18 - 38,316 (38,316) - (44,150,983)

   

Net Movement in Funds 70,494 59,548 (35,636) 94,406 (42,017,778)

Total Funds Brought Forward 1,089,492 - 54,528 1,144,020 43,161,798

Total Funds Carried Forward 11 1,159,986 59,548 18,892 1,238,426 1,144,020

 Total 
2015

£

Total 
2014

£

Fixed Assets

Tangible Assets 2,369 -

Investments  1,113,040   1,053,694

Total Fixed Assets 1,115,409 1,053,694

Current Assets

Stock and Work in Progress 5,847 1,224

Debtors 37,483 9,036

Cash at Bank and in Hand      211,631      198,256  

Total Current Assets 254,961 208,516

Creditors: Amounts Falling due  
Within One Year     (131,944)    (118,190)

Net Current Assets     123,017        90,326

Total Net Assets  1,238,426   1,144,020

Funds of the Charity

Unrestricted Funds - General 1,159,986 1,089,492

Unrestricted Funds – Designated 59,548 -

Restricted Funds       18,892        54,528

Total Funds  1,238,426   1,144,020

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE SPORTS BOARD
(PREVIOUSLY THE ROYAL AIR FORCE CENTRAL FUND) 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE SPORTS BOARD CHARITY
BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Trustees 
on 26 July 2016 and were signed on their behalf by:

G A Opie    C Elliot
Trustee     Trustee



32      CHARITY INFORMATION     33

The Royal Air Force Sports Board Charity, Registered Charity Number: 240424

TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

Air-Vice Marshal D Stubbs Chief of Staff Personnel

Air Commodore C Elliot Assistant Chief of Staff Training

Air Commodore C Jones Head of C4ISR, Joint Forces Command

Air Commodore G A Opie Assistant Chief of Staff Personnel Policy

Group Captain D K Jones Group Captain Infrastructure & Plans -  

(appointed 2 April 2014) (resigned 30 June 2015)

Registered Address 
Room 43 Kermode Hall 
RAF Halton 
Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire 
HP22 5PG

Investment Managers 
BlackRock Investment Management (UK) Ltd 
12 Throgmorton Avenue 
London EC2N 2DL

Registered Auditors 
Crowe Clark Whitehill 
Aquis House 
49 – 51 Blagrave Street 
Reading Berkshire 
RG1 1PL

Bankers 
Holt’s Military Banking 
The Royal Bank of Scotland plc 
Farnborough 
GU14 7NR

Legal Advisors 
Charles Russell LLP 
5 Fleet Place 
London 
EC4M 7RD

 Total 
2015

£

Income from:

Donations 207,857

Charitable activities 1,595,517

Other trading activities 8,014

Investments      42,244

Total Income 1,853,632

Expenditure on:

Raising funds 4,500

Charitable activities 1,782,673

Total Expenditure  1,787,173

Gain on investment assets      27,947

Net Income 94,406

Transfers                -

Net Movement in Funds 94,406

Total Funds Brought Forward 1,144,020

Total Funds Carried Forward 1,238,426

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE SPORTS BOARD CHARITY
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE EXTRACT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015



34    THANK YOU

The funding available to sport in the RAF is due to the generous support that the RAF Sports Board 
Charity receives from its key funders and principal partners. We are especially grateful to the continued 
support from the RAF Central Fund & RAF Sports Lottery, the RAF, the Nuffield Trust, BAE Systems and 
the numerous sponsors who have built up strong links with Service sport over many years.

PRINCIPAL FUNDERS AND PARTNERS
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